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EU BON key outcomes 
 Strategies for targeted data mobilization in / for Europe 

 European Biodiversity Portal with new functionalities 

 Software tools & improved models for better biodiversity data 
recording / mapping and analysis / visualization of patterns & trends  

 Results & lessons learnt from EU BON (& other) sites for 
regional/global network of long term recording/monitoring sites (LTER / ILTER) 

 Recommendations for integrated national / regional biodiversity 
monitoring schemes and information infrastructures 

 Blueprint for a global biodiversity monitoring scheme / infra-
structure (GEO BON)  

MAIN OBJECTIVE of EU BON:  
build a substantial part of the Group on Earth Observation’s Biodiversity Observation Network (GEO BON),  

also in light of the Intergovernmental science-policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) 

www.eubon.eu 
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The EU BON approach 
There is an urgent demand to integrate, harmonize and standardize 
biodiversity information from on-ground to remote sensing data, in order 
to adequately address questions from decision makers. The global 
framework is set by the Global Earth Observation System of Systems 
(GEOSS) and its biodiversity section, the Group on Earth Observations 
Biodiversity Observation Network (GEO BON). Europe’s contribution 
towards these goals and initiatives is currently EU BON (European 
Biodiversity Observation Network) which builds on existing biodiversity 
information systems and infrastructures (e.g. GBIF, LifeWatch, DataOne, 
LTER and national biodiversity data centres) thereby integrating access 
to multiple data sources. 

EU BON is an integration between social networks of science and policy 
and technological networks, resulting in a new open access platform for 
sharing biodiversity data and tools as well as results from state of the art 
analyses. The developed tools are evaluated and refined across 
terrestrial, marine and freshwater ecosystems. Together with the latest 
modelling scenarios, a network of test sites is used to verify the 
observed patterns, processes and trends (Hoffmann et al. 2014). 

EU BON addresses the existing barriers to improve the biodiversity data 
landscape. There are a number of roles and contributions of Biodiversity 
Observation Networks (BONs) towards mobilizing biodiversity 
information for use by policy development and decision-makers (Wetzel 
et al. 2015). At the center of the EU BON's efforts is promoting and 
adopting existing standards of good practice and integrating data within 
a single biodiversity portal in order to make it discoverable, accessible 
and digestible. 

EU BON’s support to GEO BON 
 Contribution to several aspects of the GEO BON Work Program 
 EU BON partners are linked to GEO BON working groups:  
     WG2 Terrestrial species monitoring; WG8 Data integration and     
     interoperability; WG9 Biodiversity indicators) 

 EU BON tool list as part of BON-in-a-Box 
 Development of a Spatial EBV Browser (EU BON-GBIF) 
 Darwin core extension for sample-based monitoring 
 GBIF IPT for publishing biodiversity data 
 EU BON task groups are related to GEO BON activities:     

Informatics, Remote Sensing, Essential Biodiversity Variables 
 EU BON delivers: access to biodiversity data, data integration, and 

analysis that links to international environmental policies 
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